Maternal response to their chronically ill infants' attachment behavior of crying.
Six chronically ill infants and their mothers were observed in their homes over a three-month period. During this study 388 infant crying bouts and maternal response episodes were analyzed, and compared to the behaviors of a literature control group of 26 well infants and their mothers. Results indicated there are differences between the crying patterns of ill and well infants. Maternal response patterns to ill infant crying seemed to be determined by characteristics of the infant's cry rather than by specific infant characteristics (sex, ordinal position, degree of illness). Implications for maternal-ill infant interaction and implications for nursing practice are discussed.